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CAMPBELLTOWN UNITING CHURCH 

28 NOVEMBER 2021 

ADVENT 1 
INTROIT 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Something stirs deep within us – a longing, a hope, 

A thirst for joy,  

a hunger for peace,  

a yearning for blessing. 

We know deep within that our hopes and fears 

Will be met by angel songs and baby sighs. 

It is Advent - 

Season of waiting, hoping, yearning. 

Let us worship God. 

 

WELCOME 

Welcome to worship at Campbelltown this morning. 

My name is Rebecca Purling  

and the worship leader is Jonathon Adams. 

Please join us for morning tea in the hall after the service. 

 

SING  TIS 181 ‘Come O God of all the earth’  

 

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING 

For the signs in the sun 

and the moon and the stars, 

we light this candle. 

For the unknown and the not yet, 

we light this candle. 

For seeds planted in hope 

and prayers prayed in earnest, 

we light this candle. 

For doubt and confusion, 

we light this candle. 

For these days of wandering 

and wondering, 

we light this candle. 

For all that we didn’t 

know we were waiting for, 

we light this candle. 

The candle is lit 

 

PRAYER OF ADORATION and CONFESSION 

Loving God we are in awe and give grateful thanks  
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for all the good things in life.  

We know we don’t always get things right.  

When we lose focus and direction,  

set us back on the right path of love.  

When we feel cross, and bitter words leave our lips,  

remind us of the abundance of your love  

When we feel overwhelmed by daily tasks,  

show us the power of stillness;  

empower us with inner, quiet strength.  

When we turn from you,  

turn us gently back so that our focus is on you,  

on love, on light,  

on the goodness at the heart of all creation. 

 

WORDS OF AFFIRMATION 

The Lord does not remember your faults, 

but will strengthen your hearts in holiness 

so that you may be blameless before God 

at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Sisters and Brothers, we are forgiven; 

be at peace. 

Amen. 

 

TIME WITH THE CHILDREN 

It’s the first week of Advent! It’s an opportunity for us to spend a whole month thinking 

about and looking forward to Christmas!  

What’s your favourite things that you start looking forward to as soon as its “almost 

Christmas”? 

<encourage people to call out their responses> 

Gifts? Food? Family we don’t get to see very often? Special traditions? 

 

Advent is an opportunity for us to really ramp up the anticipation! The Bible tells us that the 

lead up to Jesus’ birth was full of anticipation! 

 

The Bible is full of prophecy, and a lot of it pointed towards there being a big, important 

event, a moment where God would intervene and save the people of Judah from oppression. 

The people were really tired of living in other countries as captives, or living in their homes, 

under the rule of someone else.  
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The people living in Judea were living and hoping and anticipating something great 

happening. And the closer it got, the more they saw the signs and the more they anticipated 

that Something Big was Coming. 

 

In Jeremiah, God tells the people that He will make good on his promises, and that a branch 

will grow out of something that everyone thought was dead – the stump of an old tree. It’s a 

metaphor – the nations around Judea didn’t see them as powerful or important like they had 

once upon a time… The great nation of Israel wasn’t really great anymore, it was small and it 

was in the hands of the powerful Roman Empire. 

 

Over the next few weeks, we are going to build an Advent tree – each week we are going to 

add some things to it as we think about different parts of getting closer to Christmas. 

 

SING  TIS 643 ‘I want to walk as a child of the light’ 

 

FIRST BIBLE READING  Jeremiah 33: 14-16 

 

ANTHEM 

 

SECOND BIBLE READING Luke 21: 25-36 

 

SERMON 

It has been a week of big feelings emotions here in South Australia!  

We have been a Covid free state for many months, thanks to restrictions, monitoring and 

good medical advice and care. But on Tuesday the borders opened and 30,000 people from 

Victoria, NSW and the ACT were permitted to cross the border – and that was just day 1. 

 

Tuesday, and the rest of the week, has been full of joy and tears as families have been 

reunited, as grandparents have met grandchildren for the first time, and as couples have 

reconnected. Close friends separated by border restrictions can finally share in celebrations, 

coffee catch ups or a night on the town. People who have been forced to work remotely can 

now return to offices and workplaces to share with workmates on projects and ideas. 

 

For many people opening the borders to other states has been a great relief and joy, but for 

others opening the borders to states with many active Covid cases is a cause of anxiety and 

stress. Businesses, large and small are having to work out new protocols for the vaccinated 
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and the unvaccinated. The hospital and health system are planning the greater use of PPE for 

their staff and in some private hospitals visiting patients will be restricted to the vaccinated.  

 

Any hope of getting rid of masks at the shops, the gym or at church has now completely 

gone. And South Australians are back to a situation of planning events and gatherings with 

the knowledge that a spike in Covid case numbers could lead to new restrictions or the 

cancellation of the event or gathering.  

 

This week of joy for many has been a week of high anxiety and fear for others. And so we 

wait, we wait to see what the ‘Delta Dawn’ holds for South Australia, for our most vulnerable 

families, for our health system and for our activities, for our work and education, for our 

leisure activities and hobbies, and for planned events and gatherings. We wait… 

 

Our experience of waiting, of not knowing what the future will look like, our big feelings and 

emotions of joy and hope, fear and anxiety, are not unique to us and our generation. At the 

beginning of the Advent season we are reminded that as we wait, we look for hope, at the 

beginning of the Advent season we remember the promises of hope and renewal, promises 

from the ancient prophets, and promises from Jesus as he prepared to return to the Father. 

 

Both today’s Bible readings were first recorded for people feeling anxious and frightened, for 

people who felt uncertain about their future and who needed to hear words of hope. Ancient 

Israel endured many challenges, wars, invasions, and mixed leadership; the people would 

become despondent and think God has abandoned them or was punishing them in some way. 

The prophets spoke into that situation, challenging the people to turn back to God, to trust in 

God and to live in the ways of God.  

 

The prophet Jeremiah is known to be a speaker of doom and gloom, he lamented the state of 

the nation, he was saddened about the people’s behaviours and choices. But in today’s text he 

sounds a word of hope, the ‘day of the Lord’ will not be a day of judgement and death as 

some of the other prophets have warned, the day of the Lord will begin the renewal of the 

monarchy and a renewed hope for the people of God.  

 

Jeremiah addressed Israel and Judah in exile, the Babylonians had seized Jerusalem and had 

taken many residents back to Babylon where they lived in exile. The people felt abandoned 
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and hopeless, they worried about their future. Jeremiah spoke to the people, telling them that 

something new will happen, from within the old structures and hierarchies a new leader will 

emerge, a leader who will ‘execute justice and righteousness in the land’. The people will be 

saved, and the holy city will live in safety. The people of Judah and Israel received this 

promise, a promise that gave them something to hold on to in challenging and anxious times. 

 

When Jesus of Nazareth began his ministry, some hoped and believed that he was the long-

awaited Messiah, that he was the righteous Branch that the prophets had spoken of long ago. 

A small group of people became his disciples, and many others came to hear him, or to find 

healing and wholeness. Jesus’ teaching and his miraculous powers gave people hope, and 

some dared to believe that he was the One. 

 

The mighty Roman Empire had colonised the nation of Israel, the people longed for freedom 

and liberation, they wanted their sovereignty back. There were revolutionary movements, 

rebels who tried to undermine and overthrow the Roman rulers, for some Jesus of Nazareth 

represented a Messiah who would lead the revolution, who would raise up an army and lead 

the people and the nation to liberation. 

 

But Jesus didn’t raise an army, he did not use weapons and threats to build up a following, he 

used story, and conversation; he challenged injustice and he welcomed the marginalised. 

People followed him, and sought him out, even when he was looking for a quiet place for 

prayer and reflection. His teaching about love and new beginnings and his challenge of 

hierarchies and traditions gave people hope and led some to believe the promised kingdom of 

God would come to fruition in their lifetimes.  

 

As Jesus prepared for the end of his earthly ministry he spoke more intentionally about the 

future, about his future return and the future kingdom of God. Jesus spoke about this future 

with no time frame, and he spoke about what his followers should do in the time between his 

death and resurrection and his return in glory. Jesus taught his followers about waiting, and 

about what to do in the waiting. 

 

In the time of waiting for his return, Jesus told his disciples that there will be signs, signs of 

disruption and signs of hope. The disruptions are familiar and unsettling, the very earth will 

show signs of distress – we can see these signs, we see the effects of pollution and the rise of 
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global temperatures, we hear about the extinction of many species and the destruction of 

rainforests, the lungs of the planet. Jesus warns that nations and people will be confused and 

anxious, there will be fear and foreboding… 

 

Jesus instructed the disciples to keep alert for signs of hope amongst the disruption and 

destruction, to illustrate he told a parable about a fig tree. There is a magnificent, old fig tree 

in the backyard of the manse, in winter it is barren, just a series of branches and twigs, with 

no promise of fruit. As the weather begins to warm, small buds begin to form, and leaves start 

to grow, in time we gaze upon a sea of green leaves and tiny figs. As the summer weather 

comes and the temperature rises, the fruit grows and ripens, until the glorious day comes 

when we can enjoy the sweet, luscious fruit. 

 

In the same way, says Jesus, look for the signs of new growth and budding leaves and fruit 

around you, always be looking for signs that ‘the kingdom of God is near’. And further "Be 

on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the 

worries of this life…” It is easy to feel weighed down by the worries of the world, Jesus’ 

instruction to look for signs is an antidote to the worries of this life. Sometimes we have to 

work hard to find these signs of hope, especially when it comes to big global issues like 

climate change. But there are small sign so f hope.  

 

Sandra Rooney writing about the recent COP 26 climate summit says: 

Delegates at the U.N. climate summit finally finished their deliberations, with the expected 

mixed results and reactions. Even as the U.S. and China pledged to work together with 

regard to reducing CO2 emissions, protesters were loudly saying it was not enough. 

Columnist Thomas Friedman captured the response of many when he said, “The Climate 

Summit has me very energized, and very afraid.” He said he was “awed” by the energy of the 

youth demonstrating in the streets, demanding action be now to address climate change. He 

also said he was impressed by the innovative new technologies showing great promise. 

 

One example, CO2 Revolution, comes from Spain. In 2018 it was named one of the 100 best 

start-ups in the world. Its purpose, to plant trees to remove carbon dioxide from the 

atmosphere, using drones. Initiatives across the globe are doing similar work and the use of 

drones is being considered as a viable method of capturing CO2 in countries with vast 

unpopulated areas, like Canada or China. 
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Leaders of more than 100 countries, including Brazil, China, Russia, and the United States, 

vowed to end deforestation by 2030 and committed $12 billion to the effort, with another $7 

billion coming from the private sector. The agreement covers about 85 percent of the world’s 

forests, which are crucial to absorbing carbon dioxide and slowing the pace of global 

warming.  

 

Maybe the world leaders have not gone far enough to keep global warming to 1.5 degrees by 

2050, but there are signs of hope that they are taking the issue of climate change more 

seriously, that they are listening to the climate scientists. While governments seem to be 

slow, some businesses are radically changing their practices to reduce their carbon footprint – 

there is hope! 

 

As Jesus prepared his disciples for his impending departure he commissioned them, and us, to 

continue his ministry in the world, he commissioned all his disciples to work towards the 

coming of the kingdom of God. How does our community of faith, how are individuals 

spreading light and hope into our community and world? 

 

Rooney continues with another quote from the columnist Thomas Friedman, who asked the 

question: “Is there anything I, one person, can do?” His answer was yes. “Plant a tree – or 

prevent one from being chopped down – by supporting Indigenous communities, whose 

territories contain 50% of all the world’s remaining forests and 80% of the healthiest 

functioning ecosystems.” 

 

Followers of Jesus will not individually save the world and bring to fruition the kingdom of 

God, but followers of Jesus can make small contributions, small changes in themselves and 

others that will make the world a kinder, more just and peaceful place.  

 

One of the challenges of the Covid pandemic has been the isolation and loneliness, felt by 

many people. The staying home, the restrictions on travel have taken their toll on people’s 

mental health. On Tuesday, Linda Driver from Athelstone church and I (and some volunteers, 

thank you Jenny) Facilitated a CommuniTEA event at the Ageing Well Expo run by the city 

council.  

 



8 
 

This event began its life as ‘Tea and Be’, a process developed by Mark Pierson (a Baptist 

minister from NZ). At a fringe festival Mark set up a table with cups and saucers, tea pots and 

placemats. He invited small groups of strangers to sit down for a cup of tea and to be; to take 

some time out to sit and contemplate tea, the history of tea, and the look, smell and taste of 

tea. 

 

The strangers are paired up and together they decide which of the teas on offer they would 

like to try, a good conversation starter. While the leaves are steeping, and during the drinking 

of the tea, the pairs are invited to use the conversation starters printed on the placemat. On 

Tuesday the two groups of guests found plenty to discuss, across the table these ‘strangers’ 

found a conversation partner, a listener, possibly a person with shared interests… 

 

In a time when loneliness and isolation have been exacerbated, the Tea Crew helped create 

opportunities for conversation and connection, we formed a temporary community of 

welcome and peace. A sign and foretaste of the coming kingdom of God. 

 

Conclusion 

This has been a week of big feeling and emotions, excitement and joy around family reunions 

and new opportunities, and a week of increased anxiety and fear about Covid circulating in 

our community.  

 

This week we begin the season of Advent, a season of big feelings and emotions, a season 

when we acknowledge the injustices we see, the hurt an fear in people’s lives, and the hopes 

and dreams that keep us moving forward.  

 

Followers of Jesus find their hope in the promise of the coming kingdom of God, while we 

wait we look for signs, signs of new beginnings, of justice flowing like a river and supportive 

communities of peace. Here at the beginning of Advent we remember again the birth of 

Christ, and we look forward with hope to his coming again in glory. 

Amen.  

 

SING  TIS 275 ‘Hail to the Lord’s anointed’  

 

OFFERING 

God of mercy, of hope, of promise: accept these gifts we offer to you,  
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in thanksgiving for all that you have done for us.  

You journey with us wherever we go, and you promise to bring us into new days and new ways. 

We dedicate our gifts and our lives to service in Christ’s name. Amen. 

 

COMMUNITY CONCERNS 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

(inspired by Jeremiah 33:14-16) 

O God, the days are surely coming  

when all your promises will be fulfilled to your faithful children.  

We pray for the church, that we might fulfill our promises to you,  

and be forgiven for all our failures. 

Come Lord Jesus, 

and hear our prayer. 

In your time, O Lord, a righteous branch sprang up and you brought justice and righteousness 

in every land. We pray for our nation, and all nations, that your peace would be manifest in 

every corner of the earth. 

Come Lord Jesus, 

and hear our prayer. 

In your Kingdom, O Lord, you bring your people safety and comfort.  

We pray for the sick, the suffering, and those in distress;  

that you would heal all injuries, comfort all grief, and settle all wrongs. 

Come Lord Jesus, 

and hear our prayer. 

Your great works of redemption, O God, span the ages.  

We pray for those who rejoice this week that they might be filled with joy and gladness. 

Come Lord Jesus,  

and hear our prayer. 

Come among us O God, and hear our prayers;  

so that when your Son Jesus comes among riding on a cloud  

and with great power and might, we might come to adore him. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come,  

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial  

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

SING  TIS 279 ‘The King of glory comes’  
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SENDING OUT 

We give thanks to God, who blesses us with the joy we find in each other. 

May God be ever-present to us in the faces of those we encounter this day.  

Increase and abound in love for one another.  

And may God strengthen your hearts in holiness. 

The grace… 

 

THREEFOLD AMEN 
 

 

 

 

 


